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The cwenty-fourth issue of a bi-weekly fanzine, published
by Andy Hooper, member fwa, supporter afal, at The
Starliter Building, 4228 Francis Ave. N. # 103, Seattle,
WA 98103. This is Drag Bunt Press Production # 206.
" All mountainous countries have by night a perfectly
interesting and romantic aspect; the dusky eminences
seeming vaster as they rise in the distance...."

Issue # 24, December 30th, 1994

AS 1994 SHUDDERS TO A HALT, | feel a
certain sense of satisfaction with the part which
Arnmapatynix played in it. Twenty-four issues of anything
in a year is a nice piece of work, and APAK was
occasionally worth reading, especially the parts written by
my corespondents. i'li forge on into the new year, much
as before, but you might want to take a look at the new
subscription and availability information on the back of the
zine.

| finally got a really large raft of APAKs away to
the U.K. right after #23, on the 15th of December. |
added the addresses of all the people who got the last
bundle into the master APAK mailing list, so APAK now
has nearly 40% of it's recipients in that country. I'm going
to hit them monthly from here on out, so there should be
some British fans involved in whatever we discuss in the
future - see, | may complain, but | do try to give you what
you want....

SOMETHING YOU DON'T SEE EVERY DAY:
Glenn Hackney, Jon Singer, Anita Rowland and yhos were
about four frames into our first game (and we were all
doing pretty well, | might add) when the guy at the
counter opened the PA system and announced: "Don't
bowl for a few minutes, please, folks, we have to re-boot
the system." It took a moment or two to convince
everyone in the alley that the instructions applied to them,
at which point all the scoring consoles, lane-lights and
overhead monitors went dark. A few seconds passed, then
cursors appeared on all the screens. The lane-lights began
to flicker on and off, while the pin-sweepers and sweepers
balletically re-set themselves.

"Probably a UNIX system,” snickered Glenn.

"Hard to tell from this," said Anita, indicating the
scoring console. "It says 'Copyright 1987, Bowling
Software Systems, Inc.'"

"And Lane 23 is also Node 23," | observed.
"That's convenient. | wonder what you do to make the
system seize up so bad you have to reboot it. Maybe if all
the active lanes strike at the same time, the beer-frame
catastrophe subroutine begins, crashing the system and
feaving it unclear who has to buy."

No one else thought this was very likely. But when
the system came all the way back a few seconds later, the
only score missing was Glenn's result in the fourth frame -

a strike.

JACKIE PAPER CAME NO MORE: | can only
think of two or three other times when it has happened,
but sometimes fanzines outlive the interest, or even the
fannish careers, of their readers. This was on my mind as |
iistlessiy opened the copy of MIMGSA 16 wiiich awaited
me on my return from Madison. When | read the first two
or three issues of Nicki & Richard Lynch's (Note change
of official couple-nomenclature) fanzine, they were like a
drink of cool water, with a combination of trufannish and
regional material that | hadn't seen before. But over the
past decade, | read an awful lot of fan history, and became
slightly more discerning (or snooty, as some would say) in
my pursuit thereof. Certain elements of each issue of
MIMOSA now inspire little more than ennui in me; the
lives of Great Fen, like Ackerman, Kyle, and Tucker,
recalled at great length and in considerable detail. By
contrast, it never seems like Walt Willis' column is long
enough; his selection of material for inclusion, as well as
his grasp of the concept of brevity, leaves the reader
wanting more of his "l Remember Me" columns. And the
personal editorials have become a trifle tedious as well:
Through sensible management and careful preparation, we
journeyed to the city where Worldcon was to be held. We
had some tasteful and not-too-touristy experiences, then
accepted another Hugo award. Everyone was terribly kind.

All this was running through my head as | drew
MIMOSA #16 out of the envelope and admired the saucy
cover by Dan Steffan. The front features a rotund satyr
that looked an awful lot like Terry Hughes when it first
caught my eye. The mimeography was, as usual, as perfect
as any zine |'ve seen in the past five years. A tasteful
fannish handicraft.

| let my eyes glaze over a little as | scanned the
TOC. Ackerman, Kyle and Tucker. More of Sharon
Farber's increasingly similar medical stories, that do a great
deal to reinforce my fear of medical procedures and
facilities. And this issue has a long piece on a
contemporary blight on fandom, the feuds and wrangles of
Swedish fandom as related by the always engagingly
unstable Ahrvid Engholm. Degler seems a little less manic
now....

| was considering trying to read the latest DE
PROFUNDIS while my eyes were still worthy to the task,
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